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The content of the paper should be based on relevant, adequate, and recent academic literature. Dictionaries, encyclopedias, introductory textbooks, newspapers, and magazines are not appropriate references for scholarly work.

Exceptions: Articles on newspapers and magazines can be used if the research topic is a current issue and no or only a few research articles related to topic can be found in peer-review journals.

Cited sources should be traceable and credible (e.g. peer-review journal articles). Citing Web pages is not recommended unless the websites are compiled by respectable institutions or individuals (e.g. Online journals, academic associations). Please do not quote Wikipedia. Primary sources are preferable to secondary sources.
If 30% of your references are textbooks, magazines, and websites, it is excessive.
Some students may not understand what a peer-review journal articles is. A paper stored in the university library database is not necessarily a peer-review journal article. It could be just a magazine essay. A peer-review journal article has these characteristics: 
1. It is research-based and is written in a scholarly style; it could be a conceptual or empirical paper. 
2. It went through a blind review process by peer researchers. 
3. It is published by a respectable academic publisher or research institute. 

Indeed, you can easily tell what the nature of the article is by looking at the title, the layout, and the writing style.

The following are some counter-examples:
Magazine essay:

Silcoff, S. (2009 February). Go east, young man? Canadian Business, 82(2), 22.

The title implies that it is not a serious research paper. The essay has one page only and it is very rare for a research paper to be as short as this, except in mathematics journals. Actually, this article gives some advice about financial opportunities in the maritime provinces of Canada. It has no research design at all. 
Online dictionary:

Dictionary.com. (2009). Definition: unemployment. Retrieved from http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/unemployment
Citing a non-scholarly website, such as an online dictionary or encyclopedia, is not acceptable in academic settings. Today virtually anyone could set up a website and thus information pulled from the Internet may not be trustworthy, unless the website is held by a respectable organization (e.g. National Institute of Health, Harvard University…etc.)
The following are some proper examples:
Master’s thesis or doctoral dissertation

Considine, M. (1986). Australian insurance politics in the 1970s: Two case studies. (Unpublished doctoral dissertation). University of Melbourne, Melbourne, Australia.
Academic conference paper
Leech, N. L., & Onwuegbuzie, A. J. (2005, April).  A typology of mixed methods research designs. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, Montreal, Canada.
Peer-review journal paper (print)
Williamson, G. R. (2005). Illustrating triangulation in mixed-methods nursing research. Nurse Researcher, 12, 7-18.
Academic book
Yu, C. H. (2006). Philosophical foundations of quantitative research methodology. Lanham, MD: University Press of America.
Peer-review online journal paper
Yu, C. H., Jannasch-Pennell, A., DiGangi, S., Kim, C., & Andrews, S. (2007). A data visualization and data mining approach to response and non-response analysis in survey research. Practical Assessment, Research and Evaluation, 12(19). Retrieved from http://pareonline.net/getvn.asp?v=12&n=19
