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Article

Surveying the Relationship
between Views of Scripture
and Attitudes toward Science

Chong Ho Yu, William Whitney, Emily Brown, Siyan Gan, and Hyun Seo Lee

The relationship between science and religion has too often been characterized
in the United States by heated debates and strong accusations. The public is given
a perspective of conflict between these two domains and is swayed to support either
science or religion. This study aims to evaluate this relationship based on archival data
from the National Opinion Research Center. It was found that participants who viewed
the Bible as the Word of God in a literal sense earned lower test scores in objective
science tests and were less interested in taking science courses than those who did not
hold this view. This is a conflict between a way of interpreting scripture and science,
rather than a conflict between Christianity and science per se. Efforts should be devoted
to helping Christians develop positive ways to engage science and promote working

within scientific fields of inquiry.

articularly of late, the relationship
Pbetween science and religion has

often led to heated discussions,
inflexible belief systems, and strong accu-
sations. The public is given a perspective
of conflict between these two disciplines,
which often leaves only two options: to
support science or to support religion.
Media portrayals of science educators
such as Bill Nye, and of Christian fun-
damentalists such as Ken Ham, heighten
interest in this topic as well as underlining
the concerns of each discipline regarding
the other.'

Bill Nye’ and theoretical physicist
Lawrence Krauss® question whether
religious education is at odds with sci-
ence education since religiosity might
lead to an antiscience mentality. They
argued that the United States needs
more scientists and engineers in this era
of globalization, and that religiosity is a
stumbling block to science education.

On the other hand, there are Christian
apologists who argue that Christianity
is compatible with science and that
Christian theology can actually inform

science in some cases.' However, very
often the concepts in this type of debate
are conflated or not specific enough.
In these debates, it is not always clear
whether the perceived conflict between
Christianity and science is about the
tension between faith and science, or
between specific doctrines/theology and
science, or between certain religious insti-
tutions and science. As Vincent Smiles
pointed out,

Faith is not the same as belief. Belief
has to do with doctrines and creeds
that are particular to individuals and
traditions. Faith is a more universal
aspect of human experience.’

In this sense, the conflict between faith
and science is a false dichotomy, since
faith does not always rest on scientific
evidence. However, belief in certain doc-
trines and interpretations of scripture,
which does result from rational inquiry,
could potentially be in conflict with sci-
ence. Moreover, science could mean
different things to different people. The
alleged conflict between Christianity and
science could mean that certain doctrines
are incompatible with certain scientific

Chong Ho Yu

William Whitney

Emily Brown
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Figure 3. Mosaic Plot of “The earth goes around the sun”
and “Feelings about the Bible”
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around the sun?” and “Feelings about the Bible”
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1 Singapore 615 _
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3 ¢ South Korea 594 N/A
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; : A19
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A 30
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Change

Rank ¢ Country scale ¢ over4

score years
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4 Turkey!al 570
5 -4= England 556
6 ® Japan 555
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